
WORDS OF POSITIVITY

Positive words that start with G
199 words with meanings and examples. Updated 10 October 2026. Free to print and share in a classroom.

Adjectives

Gainful adj.

Producing a useful benefit, income, or worthwhile result.
The course prepared residents for gainful work in local trades.

Gala adj.

Festive, joyful, and suited to a special celebration.
The theater reopened with a gala concert for the town.

Gallant adj.

Brave, honorable, and attentive to others.
The gallant firefighter returned to guide one more resident outside.

Galvanizing adj.

Powerfully inspiring people to act with shared energy.
Her galvanizing speech doubled the cleanup crew by noon.

Game adj.

Willing and ready to try something difficult or unfamiliar.
Rina was game for the longer route despite the early start.

Gangbusters adj.

Extremely successful, effective, or energetic in performance.
The new repair service had a gangbusters first month.

Generative adj.

Able to produce new ideas, growth, or useful results.
The first workshop led to a generative exchange of designs.

Generous adj.

Willing to give time, help, attention, or resources freely.
Her generous feedback included both encouragement and careful detail.

Genial adj.

Warmly cheerful, friendly, and pleasant.
The genial conductor welcomed every nervous beginner.

Genteel adj.

Polite, refined, and graceful in manner or style.
The genteel host made the formal dinner feel relaxed.

Gentle adj.

Kind, calm, and not harsh in manner or force.
Use a gentle brush to clean the fragile surface.
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Gentlemanly adj.

Polite, honorable, and considerate in behavior.
His gentlemanly reply kept the disagreement respectful.

Genuine adj.

Sincere, authentic, and not pretended.
His genuine interest was clear from the thoughtful questions he asked.

Germane adj.

Directly relevant and appropriate to the matter discussed.
Omar asked a germane question about the project's safety.

Giddy adj.

So happy or excited that calm feels difficult.
The giddy finalists hugged when their names were announced.

Gifted adj.

Having a notable natural ability or talent.
The gifted musician also practiced with impressive discipline.

Giggling adj.

Laughing lightly in a happy and playful way.
A giggling audience waited for the puppet's next mishap.

Giving adj.

Generous and willing to share with others.
The giving neighbor cooked meals for the recovering family.

Glad adj.

Pleased, grateful, or happy about something.
We are glad the missing dog returned home safely.

Glad-hearted adj.

Cheerful, grateful, and warm in spirit.
The glad-hearted singer welcomed everyone into the chorus.

Glamorous adj.

Excitingly attractive, stylish, or admired.
The glamorous costume sparkled beneath the stage lights.

Gleaming adj.

Shining brightly and cleanly.
The restored engine stood gleaming in the museum.

Gleeful adj.

Full of lively delight and happiness.
A gleeful crowd welcomed the parade into the square.

Glimmering adj.

Shining softly or showing a faint, hopeful sign.
Glimmering lights marked the safe path home.

Glistening adj.

Shining attractively with small points of reflected light.
Glistening dew brightened every strand of the spiderweb.
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Glittering adj.

Shining brightly or impressively successful.
The dancers entered beneath a glittering canopy of lights.

Glitzy adj.

Attractively glamorous, sparkling, and full of showy style.
The glitzy finale filled the stage with silver confetti.

Glorious adj.

Magnificent, beautiful, or worthy of joyful praise.
The walkers enjoyed a glorious sunrise above the valley.

Glossy adj.

Smooth, polished, and attractively shiny.
The horse's glossy coat showed the benefit of careful care.

Glowing adj.

Radiant with light, health, warmth, or praise.
The reviewer gave a glowing account of the cast's careful work.

Gnarly adj.

Impressively good, exciting, or skillful in informal speech.
That gnarly final jump earned cheers from every skater.

Go-to adj.

Especially reliable, useful, or preferred for a purpose.
This is our go-to guide for safe trail repairs.

Goal-oriented adj.

Focused on setting and reaching clear results.
The goal-oriented coach tracks progress without rushing beginners.

Godlike adj.

Having extraordinary power, beauty, or ability.
The actor's godlike voice filled the hall without amplification.

Godly adj.

Devout, morally good, and guided by religious faith.
The godly leader paired prayer with practical help for families.

Gold adj.

Made of gold or valued as excellent and precious.
Her gold standard for evidence improved every report.

Gold-standard adj.

Representing the highest accepted level of quality.
The center follows gold-standard practices for patient privacy.

Golden adj.

Excellent, precious, promising, or warmly bright.
The internship was a golden opportunity to learn from experts.

Good adj.

Having a beneficial, skillful, kind, or morally sound quality.
A good explanation makes the next action clear.
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Good-faith adj.

Sincere, honest, and intended to reach a fair result.
Both sides made a good-faith effort to resolve the dispute.

Good-humored adj.

Cheerful, friendly, and not easily annoyed.
The good-humored driver calmly answered every question.

Good-looking adj.

Attractive and pleasing in appearance.
The good-looking chair is also sturdy enough for daily use.

Good-natured adj.

Kind, cheerful, and patient in manner.
The good-natured coach laughed at his own mistake.

Good-tempered adj.

Cheerful, patient, and not easily irritated.
The good-tempered guide answered every repeated question warmly.

Good-to-go adj.

Fully ready, safe, and able to proceed.
After the final inspection, the new lift was good-to-go.

Goodhearted adj.

Naturally kind, generous, and concerned for others.
The goodhearted mechanic repaired the stroller without charge.

Goodly adj.

Large, attractive, or admirable in amount or quality.
The orchard produced a goodly supply of plums.

Goofy adj.

Playfully silly in a warm and amusing way.
Her goofy dance made the tired volunteers smile.

Gorgeous adj.

Extremely beautiful or attractive.
The restored ceiling looks gorgeous in the afternoon light.

Gossamer adj.

Extremely light, delicate, and graceful in appearance.
A gossamer scarf floated behind the dancer's shoulders.

Gourmet adj.

Prepared with exceptional skill and quality in food.
The little café serves gourmet soup made from local vegetables.

Graceful adj.

Moving, responding, or being shaped with ease and dignity.
She offered a graceful correction that preserved everyone's dignity.

Gracious adj.

Warm, courteous, and generous in manner.
The gracious winner thanked every competitor.
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Grade-A adj.

Of the highest or an excellent quality.
The market is known for grade-A berries from nearby farms.

Grand adj.

Impressive, important, or excellent in scale or quality.
The restored hall is a grand setting for community concerts.

Grassroots adj.

Led and supported by ordinary members of a community.
A grassroots campaign reopened the neighborhood health clinic.

Grateful adj.

Feeling and showing appreciation for help or value received.
The hikers were grateful for the farmer's clear directions.

Gratified adj.

Pleased and satisfied by a welcome result.
The tutor was gratified by the student's growing confidence.

Gratifying adj.

Giving pleasure or satisfaction because of a good result.
Seeing the young trees thrive was deeply gratifying.

Gratis adj.

Provided without payment or charge.
The museum offers gratis admission to local students on Fridays.

Great adj.

Exceptionally good, important, skilled, or impressive.
The new path is a great improvement for wheelchair users.

Greathearted adj.

Generous, courageous, and noble in spirit.
The greathearted captain shared credit with the entire crew.

Green adj.

Supporting nature or reducing environmental harm.
The council chose a green heating system for the new school.

Green-minded adj.

Concerned with protecting nature and reducing waste.
Green-minded residents started a tool-sharing library.

Gregarious adj.

Friendly, sociable, and fond of company.
The gregarious host introduced guests who shared interests.

Grinning adj.

Showing happiness through a broad smile.
The grinning cyclists crossed the finish line together.

Gripping adj.

So engaging or exciting that attention remains fixed.
The gripping documentary kept the audience silent through the credits.
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Gritty adj.

Showing courage and determination in difficulty.
The gritty defender played on after a difficult first half.

Groovy adj.

Stylish, enjoyable, or pleasantly exciting.
The band played a groovy tune that drew everyone outside.

Groundbreaking adj.

Introducing an important and original advance.
The lab published groundbreaking research on clean batteries.

Grounded adj.

Sensible, steady, and connected to practical reality.
His grounded advice focused on what the team could change this week.

Growing adj.

Increasing, developing, or becoming stronger.
A growing network of volunteers now covers every district.

Grown-up adj.

Mature, responsible, and suitable for an adult.
Her grown-up response focused on repair instead of blame.

Guaranteed adj.

Formally promised or made certain.
Every donated appliance comes with guaranteed repair support.

Guiding adj.

Providing direction, advice, or a helpful principle.
Fairness remained the committee's guiding value.

Guileless adj.

Honest, sincere, and free from deceit.
Her guileless answer made clear that the mistake was innocent.

Guilt-free adj.

Free from guilt, worry, or harmful consequences.
The flexible refund made the trial feel guilt-free.

Guiltless adj.

Innocent and free from wrongdoing or blame.
The evidence confirmed that the guiltless driver followed every rule.

Gung-ho adj.

Highly enthusiastic and eager to take part.
The gung-ho volunteers finished sorting every winter coat.

Gutsy adj.

Showing courage, determination, and bold initiative.
Her gutsy final sprint secured a place in the relay team.

Gymnastic adj.

Showing agility, flexibility, or skillful physical movement.
Her gymnastic leap cleared the stream with room to spare.
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Nouns

Gaiety n.

Cheerful liveliness shown through celebration or bright spirits.
Music and lanterns brought gaiety to the winter square.

Gallantry n.

Brave, honorable, and considerate behavior.
The crew received medals for gallantry during the rescue.

Game-changer n.

A person or development that greatly improves a situation.
The low-cost filter was a game-changer for remote clinics.

Gem n.

A person or thing valued for exceptional quality or charm.
The tiny neighborhood museum is a hidden gem.

Gemstone n.

A mineral valued for its beauty, color, or brilliance.
The jeweler set the blue gemstone in recycled silver.

Generativity n.

Concern for guiding and supporting future generations.
Mentoring gave her generativity a practical place to flourish.

Generosity n.

The quality of giving time, help, or resources freely.
Her generosity kept the music lessons free for every child.

Geniality n.

Warm friendliness that makes other people feel welcome.
The librarian's geniality put the nervous visitor at ease.

Genius n.

Exceptional intellectual or creative ability.
The design's genius lies in its simplicity and low cost.

Gentility n.

Polite, refined, and considerate behavior.
Her gentility made the formal reception feel welcoming.

Gentleman n.

A man whose conduct is courteous and honorable.
He proved a gentleman by listening carefully and sharing credit.

Gentleness n.

The quality of being kind, calm, and careful.
Her gentleness helped the frightened horse accept the harness.

Get-together n.

An informal social gathering of friends or neighbors.
The block's summer get-together welcomed six new families.
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Get-up-and-go n.

Energy, initiative, and readiness to begin useful work.
Her get-up-and-go moved the garden project from talk to action.

Getaway n.

A short trip taken for rest or enjoyment.
Their quiet mountain getaway restored everyone's energy.

Giant n.

A person of exceptional achievement, influence, or ability.
The retiring teacher was a giant of science education.

Gift n.

Something freely given or a natural talent.
Her gift for explaining numbers helped the whole class.

Giveaway n.

Something offered free as a gift or prize.
Every child chose a book from the festival giveaway.

Giver n.

A person who willingly offers help, time, or resources.
The quiet giver left warm coats at the shelter each winter.

Gladness n.

A warm feeling of happiness and pleasure.
Gladness filled the station when the delayed train arrived.

Glamour n.

An appealing quality of beauty, style, or excitement.
Old photographs capture the glamour of the theater's opening night.

Glamping n.

Camping that includes comfortable facilities and useful amenities.
Glamping gave the first-time campers beds, lamps, and hot showers.

Glee n.

A lively feeling of open delight and happiness.
The children shouted with glee when the fountain started.

Gleefulness n.

A lively state of open happiness and delight.
The puppy's gleefulness made the entire training class laugh.

Glimmer n.

A small but encouraging sign of light or hope.
The test result offered a glimmer of hope for the treatment.

Glitz n.

Stylish glamour, sparkle, and lively visual excitement.
Handmade lanterns gave the small celebration plenty of glitz.

Globetrotter n.

A person who travels widely with curiosity and confidence.
The seasoned globetrotter shares practical tips with new travelers.
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Glory n.

Great honor, beauty, or praise earned through excellence.
The garden was in its full glory during the rose festival.

Glow-up n.

A noticeable improvement in confidence, style, or wellbeing.
Regular sleep gave his mood and energy a real glow-up.

Go-ahead n.

Permission or approval to begin something planned.
The clinic received the go-ahead for its mobile service.

Go-getter n.

An energetic person who turns initiative into results.
The young go-getter found sponsors for the school garden.

Goal n.

A desired result toward which effort is directed.
The team's first goal is to reopen the footbridge safely.

Goal-getter n.

A person who steadily turns clear aims into results.
The goal-getter organized each task before the busy weekend.

GOAT n.

A person considered the greatest of all time.
Fans called the sprinter the GOAT after her final record.

Goddess n.

A woman admired for remarkable beauty, talent, or strength.
Her fans hailed the veteran singer as a stage goddess.

Godliness n.

Devout moral goodness expressed through faithful conduct.
They understood godliness as service to people in need.

Godsend n.

A person or thing that provides timely and welcome help.
The spare generator was a godsend during the outage.

Goldmine n.

A rich source of valuable ideas, facts, or opportunities.
The oral history archive is a goldmine for local researchers.

Goodness n.

The quality of being kind, helpful, or morally right.
Her goodness appeared in quiet acts that nobody announced.

Goodwill n.

Friendly and helpful feelings toward other people.
The joint festival built goodwill between the neighboring towns.

Goody n.

An enjoyable item offered as a treat or reward.
Each reading packet included a small goody for the child.

wordsofpositivity.com/positive-words-that-start-with-g Page 9 of 15



Gourmand n.

A person who enthusiastically appreciates excellent food.
The curious gourmand praised the cook's simplest vegetable dish.

Grace n.

Elegance, kindness, or calm dignity in action.
She accepted the unexpected change with grace.

Gracefulness n.

Elegance, ease, and dignity in movement or manner.
The dancer's gracefulness made the difficult sequence look natural.

Graciousness n.

Warm courtesy, kindness, and generosity of manner.
Her graciousness put the nervous visitors at ease.

Graduation n.

Successful completion of study or its celebrating ceremony.
Her graduation marked four years of patient evening study.

Grail n.

A deeply desired achievement, discovery, or solution.
A safe malaria vaccine remained the research team's grail.

Grand slam n.

An outstanding success or complete set of major victories.
Winning all four awards gave the studio a grand slam.

Grandeur n.

Impressive beauty, dignity, or magnificence.
The canyon's quiet grandeur stopped every hiker on the ridge.

Grandmaster n.

A person who has reached the highest level of mastery.
The chess grandmaster reviewed every beginner's game with care.

Gratefulness n.

A sincere feeling of appreciation and thanks.
Her gratefulness showed in the detailed note she wrote.

Gratification n.

Pleasure or satisfaction from a welcome achievement.
Finishing the accessible trail brought the volunteers lasting gratification.

Gratitude n.

The feeling and expression of sincere appreciation.
The family sent a letter of gratitude to the rescue crew.

Gravitas n.

Dignity and seriousness that inspire respect.
Her calm voice gave the announcement suitable gravitas.

Greatness n.

Exceptional ability, achievement, or moral quality.
Her greatness came from skill joined with generosity.
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Green flag n.

A sign that someone or something has healthy qualities.
Her respect for clear boundaries was an immediate green flag.

Green space n.

Land with plants provided for recreation and wellbeing.
The riverside green space gives apartment residents room to unwind.

Greenbelt n.

Protected open land surrounding or dividing developed areas.
The new greenbelt preserves wetlands beside the growing town.

Greentech n.

Technology designed to reduce environmental harm.
The incubator helps greentech founders test affordable cooling systems.

Greenway n.

A protected route for walking, cycling, or wildlife.
The completed greenway connects three schools without busy roads.

Greeting n.

Words or a gesture used to welcome someone.
Her warm greeting helped the new volunteer relax.

Grit n.

Courage and determination sustained through difficulty.
It took grit to finish the course while working nights.

Groove n.

An enjoyable rhythm or smooth, productive flow.
The quartet found its groove during the second song.

Groundbreaker n.

A pioneer who introduces an important new approach.
The engineer became a groundbreaker in low-cost water testing.

Grounding n.

A calming practice that restores steadiness and perspective.
Five quiet minutes of grounding helped him refocus.

Growth n.

The process of increasing, developing, or improving.
Regular reflection supported the new manager's growth.

Guardian n.

A person who protects, supports, or cares for someone or something.
The ranger is a dedicated guardian of the nesting beach.

Guffaw n.

A loud, hearty burst of genuine laughter.
His perfect imitation drew a guffaw from the whole crew.

Guidance n.

Advice or direction that helps someone choose a course.
Clear guidance helped the apprentices complete the repair safely.
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Guidepost n.

A sign or principle that gives useful direction.
Respect served as a guidepost throughout the difficult talks.

Gumption n.

Courage, initiative, and practical determination.
It took gumption to turn the empty shop into a community kitchen.

Guru n.

A respected expert who offers knowledgeable guidance.
The gardening guru showed beginners how to restore poor soil.

Gusto n.

Lively enthusiasm and enjoyment.
The children sang the final chorus with gusto.

Guts n.

Informal courage and determination in a difficult situation.
It took guts to admit the error in front of the whole team.

Gymnast n.

An athlete skilled in strength, balance, and controlled movement.
The gymnast landed the difficult routine with calm precision.

Verbs

Gain v.

To obtain, develop, or increase something useful.
With practice, the class began to gain confidence in public speaking.

Gallivant v.

To travel about freely in search of enjoyment.
After graduation, the friends will gallivant along the coast.

Galvanize v.

To inspire someone to take energetic action.
The cleanup results galvanized residents to protect the river.

Garland v.

To honor or decorate with a festive arrangement.
Children will garland the doorway with leaves and paper flowers.

Garner v.

To gain or collect something valued through effort.
The proposal began to garner support across the district.

Garnish v.

To enhance food with an attractive finishing touch.
Fresh herbs garnish each bowl with color and fragrance.

Gather v.

To bring people together for a shared purpose.
Neighbors gather each Friday to cook for the shelter.
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Germinate v.

To begin growing or developing from a seed or idea.
The seeds should germinate within two weeks.

Giggle v.

To laugh lightly in a happy or playful way.
The silly puppet made the toddlers giggle.

Give v.

To offer or provide something to another person.
The volunteers give two hours each week to the reading program.

Gladden v.

To make someone feel pleased or joyful.
The first spring flowers gladden everyone who passes.

Gleam v.

To shine softly or show a bright, happy expression.
The polished brass began to gleam in the morning light.

Glide v.

To move smoothly, quietly, and with apparent ease.
The skater seemed to glide across the fresh ice.

Glisten v.

To shine attractively with reflected points of light.
Raindrops glisten on the leaves after the storm.

Glitter v.

To shine with many small flashes of light.
The lake began to glitter beneath the afternoon sun.

Glorify v.

To praise and honor someone or something greatly.
The mural does not glorify one hero but honors the whole community.

Glow v.

To shine warmly or show happiness and health.
Her face began to glow as the choir applauded.

Graduate v.

To complete a course of study successfully.
Twenty apprentices graduate from the electrical program this spring.

Grant v.

To give or allow something requested or valued.
The foundation will grant funds for the accessible playground.

Grasp v.

To understand an idea, fact, or skill fully.
The diagram helped every student grasp the new method.

Gratify v.

To give someone pleasure, satisfaction, or fulfillment.
The strong turnout will gratify everyone who planned the event.
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Green-light v.

To approve a plan so work can begin.
The council will green-light the safer crossing next week.

Greet v.

To welcome someone with words or a friendly gesture.
Two students greet every visitor at the school entrance.

Grin v.

To smile broadly with pleasure or amusement.
The children began to grin when the magician found the coin.

Grok v.

To understand something deeply and intuitively.
After one demonstration, Nia began to grok the pattern.

Ground v.

To help someone become calm, steady, and focused.
A slow breathing exercise can ground anxious speakers before presentations.

Grow v.

To increase, develop, or become more mature over time.
Skills grow when practice includes useful feedback.

Guarantee v.

To promise or make a desired result certain.
The warranty will guarantee free repairs for five years.

Guard v.

To watch over and protect someone or something.
Volunteers guard the nesting area during the busy season.

Guide v.

To help someone find a direction, answer, or course of action.
Clear signs guide visitors from the station to the museum.

Gush v.

To express warm praise or enthusiasm freely.
The grandparents gush about the child's kindness to her classmates.

Adverbs

Gaily adv.

In a cheerful, bright, and lively manner.
Colorful flags fluttered gaily above the market.

Gallantly adv.

In a brave, honorable, and considerate manner.
The crew gallantly continued the rescue through heavy rain.

Generously adv.

In a willing, plentiful, and giving manner.
The farmer generously shared the extra harvest with neighbors.
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Gently adv.

In a kind, calm, or careful manner.
The nurse gently explained what the child would feel.

Genuinely adv.

In a sincere, honest, and authentic way.
She was genuinely pleased by her colleague's success.

Gladly adv.

Willingly and with pleasure.
The carpenter gladly showed the apprentice how to sharpen the tool.

Gleefully adv.

With lively delight and happiness.
The twins gleefully chased bubbles across the lawn.

Gracefully adv.

With elegance, kindness, or calm dignity.
The chairperson gracefully acknowledged the opposing view.

Graciously adv.

In a warm, courteous, and generous manner.
The host graciously found seats for the late arrivals.

Grandly adv.

In an impressive, dignified, or splendid manner.
The old staircase rises grandly through the center of the hall.

Gratefully adv.

With sincere appreciation and thanks.
The shelter gratefully accepted the warm blankets.

Gratifyingly adv.

In a way that gives pleasure or satisfaction.
The repaired heating system performed gratifyingly well.
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